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enSearch Online 



enSearch Online 
• Information Available: 

• Receipt of Permit Applications 
• Status of Individual Permit Applications 
• Information available during public comment 

period: 
• Draft Permit 
• Information Relative (Statement of Basis) 
• Public Notice 

• Final Permits 
• “Agency Interest” = Facility or Company Name 



Public Notice Mailing List 
• Contact list that receives… 

• Monthly – list of all permit applications received 
• Weekly – copy of the public notices issued for the 

prior week 
• To be added contact: Deidre Graham, 601-961-

5237 or deidre_graham@deq.ms.gov 
• Email list or 
• Hard copy list Mail Out List 



Permitting Steps 

Public Comment 
Period 

Address 
Comments Issue Permit 

Receive Project 
Application 

Determine 
Completeness/ 

Technical Accuracy 
Draft Permit 

Mail Out List 

Mail Out List 



Example #1 
Minor Modification  



• Project: Chevron needs to add a storage tank 
for additional wastewater treatment 

• Facts:  
• Emissions from tank and piping to tank 
• Storage tank constructed with floating roof 
 
 

Receive Project 
Application 

Determine 
Completeness/ 

Technical Accuracy 
Draft Permit 





• Project: Chevron needs to add a storage tank 
for additional wastewater treatment 

• Facts:  
• Emissions from tank and piping to tank 
• Storage tank has floating roof 

• Application receipt shown on enSearch online 
OPC Environmental Permits Division  EPD 
Activity Search  Receive Individual Permit 
Application 
 
 

Receive Project 
Application 

Determine 
Completeness/ 

Technical Accuracy 
Draft Permit 

Mail Out List 











Receive Project 
Application 

Determine 
Completeness/ 

Technical Accuracy 
Draft Permit 

• MDEQ evaluates the following: 
• Emissions changes 

• Volatile organic compounds from new tank and 
piping system 

• Emission changes are small 
• Applicable regulations 

• Tank is subject to EPA storage tank regulations 
• Piping system subject to EPA equipment leak 

regulations 
 

 
 

 
 



Receive Project 
Application 

Determine 
Completeness/ 

Technical Accuracy 
Draft Permit 

• MDEQ makes following determination: 
• No construction permit needed because 

emissions meet “de minimis modification” 
definition 

• Minor modification to operating permit 
needed to add applicable EPA regulations in 
the Title V permit 

• A notification of the complete application is 
sent to EPA and surrounding States 











• MDEQ makes changes to the permit 
• Statement of basis (Information Relative) 

explains changes 
• Draft permit sent to EPA for 45-day review 

(electronic process) 



• No public comment period required 
• Chevron can make changes after submitting their 

application 
• After completion of 45-day review, MDEQ 

addresses any EPA comments and issues modified 
permit 

• Final permits can be found in two places at 
enSearch online  OPC Environmental Permits 
Division  EPD Active Permits and Coverages or 
 Recently Issued Permits 

Public Comment 
Period 

Address 
Comments Issue Permit 





Takes you to the Agency 
Interest (facility) search screen 







Click on “County” 
to sort by county 





Example #2 
Significant Modification  



• Project: First Chemical wants to manufacture a 
new product 

• Facts:  
• A reactor, distillation column, and four 

process tanks will be added 
• Water scrubber installed to control volatile 

organic carbon emissions 
• Application receipt shown on enSearch online 
OPC Environmental Permits Division  EPD 
Activity Search  Receive Individual Permit 
Application 
 
 

Receive Project 
Application 

Determine 
Completeness/ 

Technical Accuracy 
Draft Permit 

Mail Out List 





Receive Project 
Application 

Determine 
Completeness/ 

Technical Accuracy 
Draft Permit 

• MDEQ evaluates the following: 
• Emissions changes 

• Volatile organic compounds from new tanks, piping 
system, and reactor vent 

• Emissions before and after the new scrubber 
• Applicable regulations 

• Larger tanks are subject to EPA storage tank 
regulations 

• Piping system subject to EPA equipment leak 
regulations 

• Reactor and distillation column subject to EPA 
regulations for organic chemicals manufacturing 

 
 
 

 
 



Receive Project 
Application 

Determine 
Completeness/ 

Technical Accuracy 
Draft Permit 

• MDEQ makes following determination: 
• Construction permit needed because the 

scrubber is required to keep emissions 
below major modification thresholds 

• Significant modification to operating permit 
needed to make scrubber operation 
federally enforceable and add applicable EPA 
regulations to the Title V permit 



• Instead of issuing both a construction and 
operating permit, MDEQ modifies only the 
operating permit. 
• Operating permit must be modified before any 

construction can begin 
• Statement of basis (Information Relative) 

explains changes 



• Significant modification requires 30-day public 
comment period 
• Notice published in Mississippi Press 
• Notice posted in courthouse, post office and 

library 
• Copy of draft permit and statement of basis 

sent to library 
• EPA has 45-day review period (electronic 

process) 

Public Comment 
Period 

Address 
Comments Issue Permit 

Mail Out List 









Click on “County” 
to sort by county 



Public notice documents shown on enSearch 
online OPC Environmental Permits Division  
EPD Permits at Public Notice 

• Information Relative (Statement of Basis) 
• Draft Permit 
• Public Notice Document 

 



• Comment submitted by public wanting MDEQ 
to add more monitoring on scrubber 
• MDEQ adds monitoring 
• MDEQ notifies EPA and commenter of change 
• Because more stringent, no additional 

comment period needed 
• EPA notifies MDEQ that they will have no 

additional comments 
 

Public Comment 
Period 

Address 
Comments Issue Permit 



• MDEQ issues modified permit  
• MDEQ makes changes to Statement of Basis 

(Information Relative) to address public 
comment 

• MDEQ notifies EPA of final permit issuance via 
automatic email 
 

Public Comment 
Period 

Address 
Comments Issue Permit 



Overview of Two General 
Modifications 

Minor Modification 

• Facility can make 
changes when app is 
submitted 

• EPA notified with chance 
to comment 

• No public comment 
period 

• Used when emission 
changes are relatively 
small and no custom 
requirements needed 

Significant Modification 

• Facility must wait until 
permit is modified 

• EPA gets chance to 
comment during 30-day 
notice + 15 days 

• Public gets 30-day 
comment period 

• Used to make conditions 
federally enforceable to 
reduce potential 
emissions or make 
requirements less 
stringent 



Questions? 
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